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(3) Any review, change, modification, or 

promulgation of Department policies, pro-
grams, or activities to ensure that the poli-
cies, programs, or activities are appropriate 
for children. 

(4) Coordination with organizations or ex-
perts outside the Department, under such 
paragraph (6), conducted to inform any re-
view, change, modification, or promulgation 
of policies, programs, or activities described 
in paragraph (2) or (3) of this subsection. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 263—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT PRESIDENT JUAN 
MANUEL SANTOS HAS RESTRUC-
TURED AND SIGNIFICANTLY 
STRENGTHENED THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL SECTOR AND MANAGE-
MENT CAPACITY OF THE COLOM-
BIAN GOVERNMENT AND HAS 
LED THE COUNTRY TO BECOME 
A GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
LEADER 

Mr. LEAHY submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today I 
am introducing a sense-of-senate reso-
lution commending Colombian Presi-
dent Juan Manuel Santos for his ex-
traordinary leadership in protecting 
Colombia’s natural environment. Any-
one who has lived in, traveled to, or 
read about Colombia knows it is a 
country of exceptional beauty and bio-
logical diversity. It is also home to 
many indigenous groups who have 
played an indispensable role as envi-
ronmental stewards of their territories. 
During the years of his Presidency, 
President Santos’s efforts have not 
only established Colombia as a global 
environmental leader, they will pro-
vide lasting benefits to future genera-
tions and to the international commu-
nity. 

On September 21, President Santos 
will be honored by the National Geo-
graphic Society for his efforts to pro-
tect Colombia’s natural environment, 
and I believe the U.S. Senate should 
also recognize his achievements. 

S. RES. 263 

Whereas Colombia is one of the world’s 
‘‘megadiverse’’ countries, hosting close to 10 
percent of the planet’s biodiversity and pro-
ducing an estimated 15 percent of the world’s 
oxygen; 

Whereas Colombia occupies— 
(1) first place worldwide in the number of 

birds and orchids; 
(2) second place in species of plants, am-

phibians, butterflies and fresh water fish; 
(3) third place in species of palm trees and 

reptiles; 
(4) fourth place in biodiversity of mam-

mals; and 
(5) fifth place in marine and continental 

ecosystems; 
Whereas Colombia’s extraordinary mix of 

ecological, climatic, and biological compo-
nents are dispersed among its 311 ecosystems 
and 59 protected areas; 

Whereas Colombia’s biodiversity is at risk, 
mainly because of habitat loss, urbanization, 
illicit drug cultivation and production, min-

ing and other extractive industries, deforest-
ation, and overfishing; 

Whereas on the day of his inauguration in 
2010, and continuously since that date, Presi-
dent Santos has made environmental man-
agement and resource conservation top pri-
orities of the Colombian Government; 

Whereas since his inauguration, 14,800,000 
hectares of territory have been incorporated 
into the National System of Protected 
Areas, including Chiribiquete National Park, 
Corales de Profundidad National Park, 
Acandı́, Playón and Playona Wildlife Sanc-
tuaries, and Bahı́a Portete –Kaurrele Na-
tional Natural Park; 

Whereas Colombia now has 28,400,000 hec-
tares incorporated into the National System 
of Protected Areas; 

Whereas the Colombian Government ap-
proved the establishment and expansion of 
indigenous reserves to protect indigenous 
cultures and curtail deforestation of critical 
ecosystems; 

Whereas the Colombian Government 
adopted measures to reduce carbon emissions 
resulting from deforestation in the Colom-
bian Amazon; 

Whereas the Colombian Government devel-
oped a national strategy to combat climate 
change; 

Whereas, through the Vision Amazonia ini-
tiative, the Colombian Government has set 
an ambitious goal of achieving zero net de-
forestation in the Colombian Amazon by 
2020; 

Whereas for the first time in 2016, the Co-
lombian Government completed a green-
house gas emissions inventory that includes 
data from both department and municipal 
levels; and 

Whereas Colombia played a primary role in 
the Rio+20 Conference agenda for a green 
economy and continues to be an active mem-
ber in the international environmental dia-
logue: 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 

that— 
(1) President Juan Manuel Santos has re-

structured and significantly strengthened 
the environmental sector and management 
capacity of the Colombian Government and 
has led the country to become a global envi-
ronmental leader; 

(2) President Santos has enhanced public 
awareness of the importance of protecting 
indigenous cultures and of the indispensable 
role of indigenous people in protecting the 
environment; 

(3) President Santos’ efforts to protect Co-
lombia’s biodiversity will provide lasting 
benefits to future generations of Colombians 
and to the international community; and 

(4) President Santos should be recognized 
and commended for these efforts and 
achievements. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 264—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2017 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL KINSHIP CARE 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. HATCH, 

Mr. CASEY, Mr. KAINE, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 264 

Whereas in September 2017, ‘‘National Kin-
ship Care Month’’ is observed; 

Whereas nationally 2,700,000 children are 
living in kinship care with grandparents or 
other relatives; 

Whereas nationally more than 125,000 kin-
ship children in foster care are placed with 
grandparents or other relatives, with more 

than 2,570,000 kinship children supported out-
side of the foster care system; 

Whereas grandparents and other relatives 
are increasingly providing caring homes for 
children because of the opioid crisis; 

Whereas grandparents and relatives resid-
ing in urban, rural, and suburban households 
in every county of the United States have 
stepped forward out of love and loyalty to 
care for children during times in which bio-
logical parents are unable to do so; 

Whereas kinship caregivers provide safety, 
promote well-being, and establish stable 
households for vulnerable children; 

Whereas kinship care enables a child— 
(1) to maintain family relationships and 

cultural heritage; and 
(2) to remain in the community of the 

child; 
Whereas kinship care is a national re-

source that provides loving homes for chil-
dren at risk; 

Whereas kinship caregivers face daunting 
challenges to keep countless children from 
entering foster care; 

Whereas the Senate is proud to recognize 
the many kinship care families in which a 
child is raised by grandparents or other rel-
atives; 

Whereas the Senate wishes to honor the 
many kinship caregivers who throughout the 
history of the United States have provided 
loving homes for parentless children; 

Whereas National Kinship Care Month pro-
vides an opportunity to urge people in every 
State to join in recognizing and celebrating 
kinship caregiving families and the tradition 
of families in the United States to help raise 
children; and 

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving, 
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless 
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2017 as ‘‘National 

Kinship Care Month’’; 
(2) encourages Congress to implement poli-

cies to improve the lives of vulnerable chil-
dren and families; 

(3) honors the commitment and dedication 
of kinship caregivers and the advocates and 
allies who work tirelessly to provide assist-
ance and services to kinship caregiving fami-
lies; and 

(4) reaffirms the need to continue working 
to improve the outcomes of all vulnerable 
children through parts B and E of title IV of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et 
seq.), and other programs designed— 

(A) to support vulnerable families; 
(B) to invest in prevention and reunifica-

tion services; and 
(C) to ensure that extended family mem-

bers who take on the role of kinship care-
givers receive the necessary support. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 265—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 22, 2017, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL FALLS PREVENTION 
AWARENESS DAY’’ TO RAISE 
AWARENESS AND ENCOURAGE 
THE PREVENTION OF FALLS 
AMONG OLDER ADULTS 
Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 

CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 265 

Whereas individuals who are 65 years of 
age or older (referred to in this preamble as 
‘‘older adults’’) are the fastest growing seg-
ment of the population in the United States 
and the number of older adults in the United 
States will increase from 46,200,000 in 2014 to 
82,300,000 in 2040; 
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Whereas more than 1 of 4 older adults in 

the United States falls each year; 
Whereas falls are the leading cause of both 

fatal and nonfatal injuries among older 
adults; 

Whereas, in 2014, approximately 2,800,000 
older adults were treated in hospital emer-
gency departments for fall-related injuries 
and more than 812,000 of those older adults 
were subsequently hospitalized; 

Whereas, in 2014, more than 27,000 older 
adults died from injuries related to uninten-
tional falls and the death rates from falls of 
older adults in the United States have risen 
sharply in the last decade; 

Whereas, in 2015, the total direct medical 
cost of fall-related injuries for older adults, 
adjusted for inflation, was $31,000,000,000; 

Whereas, if the rate of increase in falls is 
not slowed, the annual cost of fall injuries 
will reach $67,700,000,000 by 2020; and 

Whereas evidence-based programs reduce 
falls by utilizing cost-effective strategies, 
such as exercise programs to improve bal-
ance and strength, medication management, 
vision improvement, reduction of home haz-
ards, and fall prevention education: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 22, 2017, as ‘‘Na-

tional Falls Prevention Awareness Day’’; 
(2) recognizes that there are proven, cost- 

effective falls prevention programs and poli-
cies; 

(3) commends the 72 member organizations 
of the Falls Free Coalition and the falls pre-
vention coalitions in 43 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia for their efforts to work 
together to increase education and aware-
ness about preventing falls among older 
adults; 

(4) encourages businesses, individuals, Fed-
eral, State, and local governments, the pub-
lic health community, and health care pro-
viders to work together to raise awareness of 
falls in an effort to reduce the incidence of 
falls among older adults in the United 
States; 

(5) recognizes the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention for its work developing 
and evaluating interventions for all mem-
bers of health care teams to make falls pre-
vention a routine part of clinical care; 

(6) recognizes the Administration for Com-
munity Living for its work to promote ac-
cess to evidence-based programs and services 
in communities across the United States; 

(7) encourages State health departments 
and State units on aging, which provide sig-
nificant leadership in reducing injuries and 
related health care costs by collaborating 
with organizations and individuals, to reduce 
falls among older adults; and 

(8) encourages experts in the field of falls 
prevention to share their best practices so 
that their success can be replicated by oth-
ers. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I have 10 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to 

meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, September 19, 2017 at 9:30 
a.m., in 216 Hart Senate Office Build-
ing, in order to conduct a hearing to 
consider the nominations of Ted 
McKinney and Stephen Censky to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, September 
19, 2017, at 10 a.m., in open session, to 
receive testimony on recent United 
States Navy incidents at sea. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, September 19, 2017 
at 10:30 a.m. in room 253 of the Russell 
Senate Office Building. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
in order to hold a Business Meeting on 
Tuesday, September 19, 2017, beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. in Room 366 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building in Washington, 
DC. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
in order to hold a hearing on Tuesday, 
September 19, 2017 at 10 a.m. in Room 
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in Washington, DC. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, September 19, 2017 
at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Business Tax Reform.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 19, 2017 at 10 a.m., to hold a 
business meeting.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 19, 2017 at 10:15 a.m., to hold a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Nominations.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, in order to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Nominations’’ on Tuesday, 
September 19, 2017, at 10 a.m., in room 
430 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, September 19, 
2017 at 2:30 p.m. in room SH–219 of the 

Hart Senate Office Building to hold a 
closed briefing. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the passage of H.R. 2810, as 
amended, that amendment No. 545 be 
considered and adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 545) was agreed 
to as follows: 

(Purpose: To strike the section relating to 
the treatment of storm water collection 
systems as utility systems) 
Strike section 2814. 

f 

FINANCIAL STABILITY OVERSIGHT 
COUNCIL INSURANCE MEMBER 
CONTINUITY ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3110, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3110) to amend the Financial 
Stability Act of 2010 to modify the term of 
the independent member of the Financial 
Stability Oversight Council. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3110) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

NATIONAL FALLS PREVENTION 
AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 265, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 265) designating Sep-
tember 22, 2017, as ‘‘National Falls Preven-
tion Awareness Day’’ to raise awareness and 
encourage the prevention of falls among 
older adults. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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